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At the beginning of the Council year in May 2019, little did any of the Parish 

Councillors forecast the outcome of the following months. 

Firstly, our Clerk of nearly 20 years, Marilyn Burton, was taken very ill almost 

immediately after our May meeting.  It is with much sadness that we have to report 

that Marilyn passed away on 22nd March 2020.  Our sympathies are with her 

husband, Peter, and her family. 

For the following months our meetings had no Clerk, but acting as our scribe for 

those meetings we thank Cllr Roger Clarke.  In November, we welcomed our new 

Clerk, Julie Todd.  Julie is very experienced in this field. (She is also the Clerk for 

Billington Parish Council which is in the Eaton Bray CBC Ward, as is Totternhoe). 

We also welcomed our new Central Bedfordshire Council Councillor, Philip Spicer. 

He was elected at the local elections in May.  Philip attends our meetings and has 

worked hard for us this year.  He intends to have a Surgery from 7- 7.30pm most 

months before each Parish Council meeting when he will answer local villager’s 

queries on CBC – keep an eye out for notices of the dates. 

This year we have added another item on our PC meeting Agenda.  There is now a 

10 minute ‘Question Time’ at the beginning of our meetings enabling any person to 

put their comments or queries to the Council – so as not to have to stay for the whole 

meeting, as was done previously. 

This year the Precept was set at £43.34 per annum for a Band D property, which is a 

little less than last year – due to a few more properties in the village. 

Highways, this year has been overseen with thanks to Cllrs Peter Tasker and Virpi 

Kelly. They have had regular meetings with CBC Officers regarding improving our 

roads, paths etc.  Some work has been done.  Lancotbury Close parking 

improvements, after a long time of consultation, have now been completed in the last 

couple of months and are a great success.  Road works were also completed in 

Brightwell Avenue, with Knolls View and Furlong Lane due for improvements this 

year. Recently, because of the problem of speeding by the school in Church Road, 

the white lines have been redone together with ‘Slow’ signs over wide red panels – 

let’s hope that this is adhered to. We are still hoping for a 20mph to be installed in 

the near future along that road.   As to the problem of parking at school opening and 

closing times during term times this has still to be resolved.  The clearing of 

footpaths in the Knolls View area has been done by the Rapid Relief team, a 

voluntary group, for which we thank them for their time. 



 

 

The Speed Watch group is most successful, with 17 volunteers now.  Their regular 

sessions have helped to slow the vehicles down in the village.   Well done, Cllr Virpi 

Kelly and your band of Watchers. 

The Allotments are looked after and monitored by the Warden, Cllr Deb Bodnar.  It is 

always a pleasure to visit the well-tended plots. Most plots have now been taken and 

there is a good sense of community. 

The Rights of Way Councillors Tim Linney and Jonathan Pratt have been keeping 

their eyes on the byways and paths around the village making sure that all is well 

and safe. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well, thanks to the dedicated group of 

volunteers.  There were 2 consultation sessions, which enabled local people to see 

the progress and give their opinions.  Unfortunately, the Referendum that was to 

have taken place this spring has had to be postponed until 2021, due to Covid19. 

It is proposed to purchase more equipment for the play areas, which may include 

gym equipment. 

The website is now up to date, thanks to Dudley Lowe.  

The amount of ‘illegal’ advertising has now all but disappeared on the fences in this 

last year. 

Many thanks to all the Parish Councillors, CBC Councillor and our Clerk for their time 

and all the hard work that they put in this year on behalf of the village. 

At the present time all activities in the village have been cancelled or suspended, but 

I have tried to look on the bright side in these days of ‘lockdown’.  When we will get 

back to normal, who knows ?  But until then keep well, stay indoors, obey the rules 

and KEEP SMILING. 
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