
TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
MINUTES OF TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER 2019  
AT 7.30pm AT TOTTERNHOE MEMORIAL HALL 
 

Present:   Councillors: V Kelly (vice chair), R Clarke, P Tasker, D Bodnar, T Linney and J Pratt 
In Attendance:  Cllr P Spicer, and four members of the public 
 
1) APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs.  M Mustoe 
2) DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 No declaration of a pecuniary interest in any items on the Agenda were declared.            
3)           PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

               The Chair reminded those present that following the discussions at the April meeting it had been 
agreed that members of the public wishing to raise issues for the Councils attention would be allocated 10 
minutes at the start of every meeting in future. 
Residents present raised the following matters: 
: Permission sought for a bonfire on 3 November on the paddock rented by Mark Myles and Eve Romeril. No 
fireworks and appropriate safety precautions in place as in previous years. Permission granted 
: Street lights and road signs obstructed by overgrowth. Blocked gullies in Castle Hill Rd. Noted. Council to 
report to CBC for action. 
: Progress on bridge works on footpaths. Noted. Cllr Pratt to progress. 
: Issues with parking in Ellesmere Close, particularly when refuse lorries are obstructed and have to mount 
the kerb. Cllr Spicer agreed to take up the matter with the relevant departments at CBC                                                                                       

 
 

4) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17/9/19 
The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice Chair. 
 

5) MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  
i)       Cllr. Pratt will be fitting the new gate at the access into Church End Recreation Ground from 

Lancotbury Close as soon as possible.                             ACTION: JP                        
 . 
ii) Repair to the water trough in Church End Allotments remains ongoing. Details of a suitable local 

plumber to undertake the work provided.   Cllr Pratt to arrange repair.                                         
                                                                                                                                     ACTION: JP 

 
iii) Cllr. Tasker still to confirm clarification of HGVs entering restricted areas, as reported by Cllr Linney.

           ACTION: PT      
 
iv) Cllrs. Bodnar, Kelly and Linney still to pay a visit to Middle End & Knolls View Recreation Grounds to 

assess their condition and make recommendations for improvements.    
                                                                                                                                   ACTION: VK/DB/TL       

 
v) It was noted that the landowner adjacent to Church End recreation ground was not prepared to 

construct a ditch on his land, but would be happy to do so on land owned by the Parish Council. It 
was agreed that the ditch and arisings should not be more than one metre wide and tight against the 
hedgerow. Blackthorn to be planted in existing hedgerow by the landowner. Subject to supervision 
by the Council and no objection from the football club this offer was agreed.                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                     ACTION: MM/PT 
 
vi) Cllr. Linney to assist Cllr. Bodnar and others in putting forward the proposal to downgrade the Bridle 

Way in Church End Allotments. The Council noted that there is a time limit for altering the 
classification of rights of way.               ACTION: DB/TL     
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 vii)            Verge cutting:   No action to date. Cllr Spicer reported that work has been scheduled by CBC .                                                                               

ACTION: PT          
viii)            Hedge cutting: No action by landowner/CBC. Cllr Pratt to cut back overgrowth from Bus stop 

opposite Cross Keys PH to footway opposite the White House.                                             ACTION: JP                                        
 . 

               ix)          Internal Drainage Board:   Some work undertaken by landowner as required by Internal Drainage 
Board. Revetment protection still to be provided to outlet of culvert.                                                   ACTION: 
RLC 

                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
  6)            POLICE STATISTICS 

Statistics for the month were noted 
     7)         PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

         2 The Ride 
                              No objections 

31a Church Rd 
No objections 
40 Castle Hill Rd 
It was noted that the Council had not raised any objections to this proposal, subject to confirmation 
of the original footprint of the property. The owner had corresponded with Councillors subsequently 
indicating that CBC planners appeared to be of the view that the footprint would be exceeded as 
they were of the view that the outbuildings were a later addition. Members were able to confirm 
that the houses had been constructed with outhouses and therefor the proposed extension did not 
exceed 60% of the original footprint of the property.  Letter to be forwarded to planning dept 
accordingly. Applicant to be advised to undertake further research on the history of the property     
                                                                                                                                                        ACTION:RLC/PT 
Enforcement action 
It was noted that CBC had initiated enforcement action for an unauthorised development at the rear 
of 26 Furlong Lane 
                                

8)           CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE 
                   

Cllr Spicer reported as follows: 
Section 106 monies-Totternhoe will not receive funds arising from recent developments 
ASM signage-Enforcement action under consideration 
Castle Hill Rd-Noted affect of hot weather on recent patching work, and the road is on the list for resurfacing. 
Ward funds for community improvements-The Parish Council noted this scheme and will consider bids 
Traffic in village- Cllr Spicer has requested statistics from Highways dept on both volume and speeds. 
Lancotbury Close parking scheme- Cllr Spicer has chased for start date 
20mph limit in Church Rd-approved but awaiting implementation date 
Green waste-collections suspended from 9 Dec to 20 Feb 2020. Households informed. 
New homes bonus-Central Beds will benefit from this Central Govt grant. 

9)               HIGHWAYS 
 Cllr Tasker reported that he had met with representatives of CBC Highways dept, accompanied by Cllr Kelly and Helen         
Fletcher-Rogers. A number of issues had been noted by CBC and action promised. They noted in response to a question 
raised by members of the PC that recent highway improvements in Dunstable had been funded by Highways England. 

 
10)          SPEEDWATCH  

 Cllr Kelly updated the Council on recent activity by the Speedwatch group. 2 Sessions had been held recently, 
and the Council noted that about 22% of vehicles monitored in Dunstable Rd exceeded the 30mph limit. A 
session had also been held in Castle Hill Rd. The speedwatch equipment will be available for Totternhoe in 
the foreseeable future as group sharing the equipment are not active at present. 

11)           ALLOTMENTS 
 
                  Cllrs Bodnar and Linney continue to work on the reclassification of the bridleway in Church End allotments. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       ACTION: DB/TL                       
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                       Cllr Bodnar reported that allotment rents were still outstanding in some cases and will be chased.                             
ACTION:DB                                             

                 It was agreed that charges to farmers, graziers and others renting land from the PC would remain unchanged    
for 2019/20 for those on annual agreements. Others on longer term or agricultural tenancies would be 
reviewed and advised accordingly. Cllr Tasker to obtain details of contracts from the Clerk.      ACTION: PT/DB 

                 The main gate to Church End allotments had been adjusted and a ground anchor for additional security will 
be installed shortly.                                                                                                                                             ACTION: 
DB 

                  Cllr Bodnar declared a pecuniary and personal interest in the next item and retired from the meeting. 
                  The Council noted with regret that Mrs Bodnar and Ms Romeril had decided for personal reasons to divide 

the stable yard between them at Church End allotments. The yard is currently completely within the area 
rented by Ms Romeril. It was necessary to set a figure to be charged to Mrs Bodnar for a share of the yard, 
with an equivalent figure deducted from Ms Romeril’s rent. Measurements of the yard had been undertaken 
by Cllr Clarke, and based on those measurements it was agreed that a figure of £9.00 pa should be added to 
Mrs Bodnar’s rent for her paddock, and the same amount deducted from Ms Romeril’s annual rent. 

                  It was also agreed that the rental agreements would be adjusted accordingly, and appropriate invoices sent 
to the two parties for 2019/20.                                                                                                                                             
ACTION:PT/RLC 

                 Cllr Bodnar re-joined the meeting. 
 

   12)         TOTTERNHOE FOOTBALL CLUB      

                  Cllr Clarke reported that arrangements for the insurance of the Pavilion had been completed and the 
Football Club invoiced accordingly.                                                                                                                          
ACTION: PT/RLC  

                   The Council noted correspondence with a group who had requested use of the toilets at the pavilion for a 
village event, which had been refused by the Football Club. The Council were saddened that the Club had 
seen fit to turn down the request, but appreciated the clubs reasoning for so doing. The lease does not 
specifically mention provision of facilities for other village events and the Council is therefore unable to 
assist.  ACTION:RLC                                                                       

13)         RECREATION GROUNDS 

                It was noted that equipment at Church End recreation ground was in need of repair and some swing seats 
need replacing. Expenditure was approved for these works. Inspections and recommendations for equipment 
at Middle End and Lower End were outstanding.                                                                             ACTION: 
VK/TL/DB 

14)         BEST KEPT FRONT GARDEN COMPETITION 

               It was noted that all arrangements for the presentation evening to be held at the Memorial Hall on 25 
October were in hand. Cllrs will be present to assist with setting up and clearing away after the event. Cllr 
Mustoe was thanked for her hard work in arranging the judging, engraving of trophies and the presentation 
evening. The Council expressed their gratitude to the sponsors of the competition.                                                  
ACTION:ALL       

15)           RIGHTS OF WAY 

                 Cllrs Pratt and Linney gave members an update on the claim put forward by residents in Dunstable and 
Totternhoe that a right of way existed from Dunstable Rd, alongside Harvey Road to the permissive right of 
way leading to Wellhead Rd. The Landowner had deposited a declaration under Section 31 of the Highways 
Act 1980 that a right of way did not exist and that he did not intend to permit the establishment of a new 
one. The landowner had taken steps in the past to challenge persons on his land, and had constructed a ditch 
some years ago to discourage trespassers. It was noted that until the construction of a new sewer for west 
Dunstable there was a pumping station adjacent to Dunstable Rd which prevented access. Cattle had been 
pastured on the land until the current owners decided to turn it over to arable use, and the field had been 
fenced and hedged to prevent cattle straying. Members of the Council were unable to support any claim that 



a right of way had ever existed, and instructed Cllr Clarke to write to the ROW officer at Central Beds Council 
accordingly. 

                                                                                                                                                                                            ACTION:RLC 
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16) COUNCIL FINANCES 
 Cllr Tasker reported that the Councils finances were in good order. Arrangements had been completed to 
open new savings accounts with HSBC, after a considerable delay caused by their intransigence, and a formal 
complaint by Cllr Kelly.                                                                                                                                      ACTION:PT                                                           
                          

17) ACCOUNTS 
 Cheques for Payment 

Mrs M Burton - - Salary £215.35 
Village Garden Services--£372.00 
Heartbeat Trust--£282.00 
Cllr Tasker stated that an invoice for the insurance costs will be forwarded to Totternhoe Football and Social 
Club. 
 

 18)           CORRESPONDENCE 
 

                             The Council noted with regret the letter from Marilyn Burton tendering her resignation as Clerk to the 
Council on grounds of ill health. Marilyn had served the Council with distinction for over twenty years and 
she will be sorely missed. RLC to respond.                                                                                                                         
ACTION:RLC 

                              It was agreed that Cllrs Mustoe, Kelly, Tasker and Clarke should put in hand steps to recruit a suitably 
experienced replacement. Cllrs Kelly, Tasker and Clarke to draw up a Job description and take advice from 
Louise Ashmore.  RLC to contact Heidi Head and contacts at other Councils. It was agreed that Mrs Burton 
should be paid to 31 October 2019                                                                                           ACTION:MM 
/VK/PT/RLC 

                              Cllr Clarke had attended a presentation by the Police and Crime Commissioner at the Rufus Centre in 
Flitwick, and will arrange to circulate a copy of the PCC’s documentation from the meeting.                           
ACTION:RLC 
 
 

 19) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
               Cllr Clarke reminded members that the Remembrance Service will be held on Sunday 10 November.                   

Councillors to assemble at 10.45 am and the wreath will be laid by Cllr Mustoe on behalf of the Council. Cllr 
Clarke has ordered the wreath.                                                                                                                       
ACTION:ALL 
 

                                                                                                                                                                         
Cllrs to note new email address for Cllr Bodnar-debbodnar53@yahoo.com 
 
ACTIONS/REPORTS OUTSTANDING FROM LAST MEETING: 
 
1) Website training to be undertaken by Cllrs Tasker and Kelly 
2)           Cllrs to inspect allotment site at Middle End in accordance with tenancy agreement.                              
.       

 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
                                                   Tuesday 12 November at 7.30 pm at Totternhoe Memorial Hall 

 



 The Chair closed the meeting at 10.30 pm.  
 

 
       Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
       Date………………………………………………………… 
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