
 
 

TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
MINUTES OF TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 17 JULY 2018 AT 7.30 AT TOTTERNHOE 
MEMORIAL HALL  
 
Present:   Councillors:  P Tasker (Acting Chairman), R Clarke, V Kelly, T Linney, P Morgan, J Mustoe,  M Mustoe   
  
In Attendance:  Jules Donal (Bedfordshire Police Watch Co-ordinator), 3 members of public and The Clerk 
  
 
In view of the agreed scheme for Succession Planning for Chairing Meetings, Cllr. Tasker took over the Chair from 
Cllr. Clarke, for this meeting. 
 
1) APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs. D Bodnar & J Pratt  
   
2) DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 No declaration of a pecuniary interest in any items on the Agenda were declared. 
 
3) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19/06/18 

The Minutes were signed as a correct record.  
 
4) MATTERS ARISING: 

i) Cllr.  M Mustoe to speak to the Applicant for the position of contractor for cleaning the village, to 
update him on what the job entails.                    ACTION: MM 

   
 ii) Improvements with the bridges and gates are ongoing on Footpaths 20 and 21.             ACTION: JP/TL 
                  
iii) The removal of rubbish at Lower End Allotment remains ongoing.  If Cllr. Pratt cannot undertake the 

work, Cllr. Tasker to speak with a contractor to remove it.                                                  ACTION: JP/PT 
                                                                                                                   
iv) The matter of moving a tree trunk nearer to the gate post in Church End Recreation Ground, by the 

gate in Lancotbury Close, to block vehicles getting into the Recreation ground, remains ongoing.   
             ACTION: JP 
                
v)  The Volunteer Group who are clearing overgrown footpaths etc. will commence work on Saturday 

21 July. 
  
vi) Cllr. Tasker met the Deputy Headmistress of Totternhoe School and Cllr. Bodnar has also spoken to 

her and they have decided to relinquish their allotment due to lack of support. Totternhoe Cubs are 
interested in taking a small area over. 

   
vii) Cllr. Tasker has heard nothing further from Central Bedfordshire regarding the grass verge outside 

152 Castle Hill Road. 
 
viii) Removal of the Japanese Knotweed along the Bridle path that goes from Wellhead Road at the rear 

of properties in Church Road is in hand.                                                                     Action DB  
 
ix) Cllr. Clarke has investigated wildlife cameras, which range from £160-£250, the most expensive 

coming with a motion sensor.  However, signage is being considered in the first instance.  
        .                                                  ACTION: RC/DB 
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x) Cllr. Clarke to contact Cllr. Bodnar regarding the lock on the gate at Lower End.                  ACTION: RC 
 
xi) Cllr. Morgan to speak to the Landlords at the Old Farm Inn regarding the complaint made by a 

nearby resident.   .                                                                ACTION: PM 
 
xii) The Clerk to get in touch with John Power, Totternhoe Football Club, to arrange dates for a meeting, 

together with an agenda.  .                                                                       ACTION: The Clerk  
   
PC Jules Donal – Bedfordshire Police Watch Co-ordinator - attended the meeting to introduce herself   
and discuss concerns regarding speeding in the village.   She was informed that Paul Salmon had given the  
Parish Council an undertaking that there would be 6 sessions of Police speed checks pa in the village, but this 
figure has not been maintained.   It is understood that Paul Salmon is currently not well and has been off 
work for some time.   The Council is unaware who is filling in for him and has been unable to obtain details  
of his deputy.   
 
SID Speed signs were discussed as the present ones are obsolete and cannot be repaired as they are too old.     
The signs will be replaced within 5 years with new modern technology and work with solar panels. The 
request for 20mph an hour speed limit in Church Road is on hold as Ringwood Jacobs have a backlog of  
work.  PC Donal said she will look at ways to improve speed enforcement.   She also said that if Cllr. Kelly can  
send her the figures from Speedwatch, she will keep an eye on the situation. It was noted that camera  
warning signs can be erected at the approaches to the village, and Ms Donal agreed to arrange for signs to  
be installed as soon as possible 
 
PC Donal then left the meeting.  
 

5) REPORTS 
5.1) POLICE STATISTICS 

There were no statistics available as Bedfordshire Police are updating their system. 
 

5.2) PLANNING APPLICATIONS AD DISCUSSIONS 
 APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED 

i) Planning Application CB/18/01707FULL/Retrospective - 112 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe   
 
Totternhoe Parish Council to write to Central Bedfordshire Planning informing them that if a 
Planning Application had been submitted for consideration prior to the works being undertaken, it 
would have objected on the grounds that the gabions were visually intrusive when viewed from 
Castle Hill Road and would not have been in keeping with similar properties in the road with 
comparable requirements to support land raised above the roadway.   The Council was aware that 
considerable expenditure had been involved and it would involve further expenditure to remove the 
gabions and their replacement by matching engineering brickwork.  For this reason, they agreed not 
to object, providing conditions be appended to the approval requiring the householder to undertake 
a planting scheme using suitable trailing, climbing, perennial and evergreen plants to ensure the 
gabions are less noticeable throughout the year.     

 
ii) Planning Application CB/18/02200/FULL – Bude House, Eaton Bray Road, Totternhoe – Change of 

use of Grazing Land to Residential Garden 
 
Totternhoe Parish Council had no objections. 

 
iii) Planning Application CB/18/02656/FULL – 68 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe – Erection of two-storey 

side extension  
 
Totternhoe Parish Council had no objections. 
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iv) Planning Application CB/18/02644/FULL – 18 Knolls View, Totternhoe – Erection of detached 

garage, front boundary fence & entrance gates 
 

Totternhoe Parish Council objected to the above Planning Application on the grounds that it is 
outside the building line of existing properties in Knolls View and thus looks out of character. 
 

v) The Cross Keys Public House, 201 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe 
Notification from Central Bedfordshire Planning that an Enforcement case has been opened on the 
above property.  An investigation has not yet taken place, but if the enquiry is confirmed as a breach 
of planning control, the Parish Council will be informed. 
 

5.3) CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE 
The Parish Council was disappointed that our Ward Councillor was not in attendance.  He has missed 8 of the 
last 12 meetings.   The Council to write to Central Bedfordshire expressing their concern.    

          ACTION: RC/The Clerk 
 

5.4) HIGHWAYS 
               The latest Highways Engineer has left Central Bedfordshire and a successor has not been named.  However,  

Cllr. Tasker is in touch with Emma Kines & Jill Cross – Highways - who are trying to sort out what work can be  
done on the Parish Council’s list.   

 
5.5)         SPEEDWATCH 

There is an issue with speeding down Lancot Hill.  Also, along Castle Hill Road, outside the Memorial Hall 
where speeds have been recorded of 48 mph.  In another session the highest speeds recorded were 
41.68mph and 40.72 mph.  Until Central Bedfordshire appoint a Senior Engineer, talks on traffic calming 
cannot begin.   A resident brought to the attention of the Council that cars are speeding along Wellhead 
Road between 6.30 am-7.00am. 
 
The team are still sharing equipment with Kensworth Parish Council, although it has been mentioned that 
Eaton Bray would be sharing too. It was understood that the plan for Eaton Bray to share the 
Totternhoe/Kensworth equipment will not be implemented. 

           
5.6) RECREATION GROUNDS 

Cllr. Morgan was in possession of 3 quotes for the new equipment in Church End Recreation Ground – 
Wicksteed, Kompan and Sutcliffe.   After deliberation, the Council approved the quotation from Wicksteed.  
Cllr. Morgan to complete the purchase. It was noted that the new equipment would be installed as close as 
practically possible to the existing young childrens’ play equipment.                ACTION: PM 
 
Cllr. Morgan to contact ex-Councillor Kirk who has items relating to Recreation Grounds still in her 
possession.                        ACTION: PM 
 
A member of public said the baby swings need attention in Church End Recreation Ground.  Cllr. Morgan to 
inspect these.                        ACTION: PM 

 
5.7)  ALLOTMENTS 

In Cllr. Bodnar’s absence, nothing further to add. 
 

5.8) RIGHTS OF WAY 
This was mentioned earlier in these Minutes, and nothing further to add.   

 
5.9) TOTTERNHOE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

BATPC had informed the Parish Council that CPRE are considering holding a meeting to discuss all aspects of 
Neighbourhood Plans and had included a survey.    The Parish Council felt it would be beneficial if one of the 
Group could fill in the survey and attend should a meeting be held.  Cllrs. Morgan and Kelly to discuss with 
the Group.                                      ACTION: PM/VK 
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5.10 BEST KEPT FRONT GARDEN COMPETITION 
The date for the Presentation Evening was set for Friday 26 October, 2018.    The new Vicar of St. Giles 
Church to be approached to present the prizes. The date to be confirmed with the Memorial Hall before 
asking the Vicar. ( Note:   26 October has now been confirmed) 
 

5.11) COUNCIL FINANCES 
 These were in order.  Cllr. Tasker expressed the need to make sure the reserves were in line with the Budget. 

 
6) ACCOUNTS 

Cheques for Payment 
Mrs M Burton - £272.90– Salary £220.08, Expenses £90.62 (VAT £1.89) 
Mr J Cook - £110.00 – Bus Shelter Work 
HM Revenue & Customs - £37.80 – I/Tax M Burton 
R Foster – Internal Audit - £120.00 
Totternhoe Memorial Hall –£10.00 Room Hire – Andrew Selous MP - Surgery   
R P Martin - £12.00 –Allotment work 
Playsafety Ltd. £239.40 (VAT £39.90) – ROSPA Report 
 

  7)        CORRESPONDENCE 
              Central Bedfordshire – Plans for new M1-A6 Link Road 

Central Bedfordshire – No. 61 Bus 
Central Bedfordshire – Enforcement Case – The Cross Keys Public House 
Marion Kirk – Playground equipment 
BATPC – CPRE Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 

 
8) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

i) A member of public informed the Council that groups of youths were hanging around late at night 
and hammering the bus shelter by Church End Recreation Ground.  A close watch to be kept on the 
situation.                                                                                                    

 
ii) The Clerk to urgently chase up the letter sent to the Football Club’s Insurers.          ACTION: The Clerk 
 
iii) As from 29 July, Arriva will withdraw the No. 61 bus from Aylesbury to Luton.  However, 

Buckinghamshire County Council has advised that another bus operator – Red Eagle – will be taking 
over the service from that date.                                                                

 
iv)         The Clerk to give Cllr. Tasker the name of the person who last cleaned the village gates.     

                                            ACTION: The Clerk 
 
v)           Cllr. Linney expressed his preference for the railings outside Totternhoe School to be painted white  

rather than the current green. 
 

vi) The footpath from Wellhead Road into Furlong Lane is in a poor state.  Request Cllr. Bodnar to 
arrange a clean-up.                                                               ACTION DB 
 

vii) The Website needs updating.   Cllrs. Mustoe & Tasker to carry this out as a matter of urgency. Other 
members of the Council may be asked to assist.                                                                 ACTION JM/PT 

 
viii) Cllr. Clarke urged all Councillors to provide items for inclusion in the next Newsletter.     ACTION: ALL 

 
ix)  Cllr. Tasker expressed his disappointment that although the new Parking Scheme in Lancotbury 

Close had been approved over 2 years ago, nothing has been done.   He felt Cllr. Janes, as our District 
Councillor should be taking this up at CBC as a priority issue. 
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9) MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD FOR FOLLOW-UP NEXT MEETING 

A Development Plan for Allotments 
Review of Allotment Contracts 
Newsletter Editor 

 
10) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday, 18 September 2018, at 7.30pm. at Totternhoe Memorial Hall. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20 pm.  
 
 
       Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
       Date………………………………………………………… 
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