
 
 

TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 20 MARCH 2018 AT 7.30 AT TOTTERNHOE 
MEMORIAL HALL  
 
Present:   Councillors:  R Clarke (Chairman), D Bodnar, V Kelly, P Morgan, J. Mustoe, M Mustoe & P Tasker  
  
In Attendance:  2 members of public, representatives of the village neighbourhood plan group and The Clerk 
  
 
1) APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs. T Linney & J Pratt 
   
2) DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 No declaration of a pecuniary interest in any items on the Agenda were declared. 
  
3) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20/02/18 

The Minutes were signed as a correct record, apart from Item 5.5 – which should read “when 27 cars were 
caught speeding on the first occasion and 9 on the second.  The average speeding was 50.62 for the first 
session”.  
 

4) MATTERS ARISING  
i) The Clerk had contacted Eaton Bray Parish Clerk enquiring whether they had found a contractor for 

the cleaning of the village but had received no reply.  To contact again.                  ACTION:  The Clerk 
   
ii) Cllr. Pratt hadn’t contacted Chris Nicol, as the Drainage Board haven’t finished their work in the area 

where the bridges are going to be replaced.  He is hoping this will be finished in the next week. He 
hasn’t spoken with Mr Woods yet regarding the ditch – but will do so shortly.    ACTION: JP 

 
iii) The removal of rubbish at Lower End Allotment needs to be actioned urgently.  Cllrs. Clarke & Tasker 

to meet with Cllr. Pratt.  If Cllr. Pratt hasn’t the time, the Council to find a Contractor to do the work.
                          ACTION: RC/PT/JP 

 
iv) The Council voted unanimously to accept Richard Gurney’s Estimate for 2018 Grass Cutting. The 

Clerk to inform him.                  .                  ACTION:  The Clerk 
                                                                                                                        
v) Regarding the Football Club Insurance, Cllrs. Clarke & Tasker will action to include cover for the 

Buildings, but not the contents.   .                                   ACTION:  RC/PT 
   
vi) The Bank Mandate to include an extra signatory still needs to be signed by all. 
                  ACTION: RC/PT/VK//The Clerk 
             
vii) Cllr. M Mustoe had given the Clerk the name of a contact at Central Beds. Planning department to 

ascertain the footprint measurements of extensions.                      ACTION: The Clerk 
 
viii) Following on from a complaint received that vehicles were getting into the Recreation Ground via 

Lancotbury Avenue, Cllr. Tasker visited the scene and found there was no breakage in the fence.  
However, he feels that vehicles can get in through the gate.  A tree trunk had been placed to prevent 
this, but there is a gap between the gate and the tree trunk.  The tree trunk needs to be moved 
nearer to the gate post.  Cllr. Pratt to have a word with Tony Woods.                        ACTION: JP 
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5) REPORTS  
 5.1) POLICE STATISTICS 

The following 8 offences were committed during February: 
 
- 01.02.18 – Threat to Kill – Knolls View   
- 02.02.18 – Criminal Damage to motor vehicles – Lancotbury Close 
- 04.02.18 – Domestic Dispute/Incident (Undisclosed) 
- 11.02.18 -  Common Assault – Lancotbury Close 
- 16.02.18 - Domestic Dispute/Incident (Undisclosed) 
- 18.02,18 - Criminal Damage - Other Property (Not Buildings) – Castle Hill Road 
- 22.02.18 - Burglary -Business & Community – Dunstable Road 
- 23.02.18 - Domestic Dispute/Incident (Undisclosed)       
 

5.2) PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED 

i) Planning Application CB/18/00872/FULL – 19 Castle Close, Totternhoe – Single storey rear 
extension and loft conversion involving rear dormer window 
 
Totternhoe Parish Council had no objections.  

   
ii) Planning Application CB/00743/18/FULL – 24 Brightwell Avenue, Totternhoe – Demolition 

of existing single storey garage/store and erection of two storey side extension 
 

Totternhoe Parish Council considered the above Application and it was resolved that no 
objection would be raised to the revised Application, but it was noted the Applicant had  
stated that the parking of cars was not an issue.  However, the Council noted that the 
existing double garage is to be demolished, with no alternative garage provision.  Cars will, 
therefore, have to be parked within the curtilage of the property, in the open. 
 
The section of Brightwell Avenue outside the property forms a turning head for this and  
other properties in the road and for refuse and other large vehicles, and it is vital that the 
turning head is kept clear for the purpose for which it was intended. The Council, therefore, 
would require a condition attached to any grant of Planning Permission requiring the 
Applicant to ensure that all vehicles are parked within the boundary of the property and that 
the turning head is kept clear at all times, 
 

Notification that a Planning Enforcement has been created -   112 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe – 
Alleged unauthorised works to front garden including landscaping. 
 
An investigation has not yet taken place, but if the enquiry is confirmed as a breach of planning 
control, the Council will be informed. 

 
Cllrs. J & M Mustoe attended a Planning Workshop organised by CPRE in Bedford.  They felt it was an 
exercise in Planning Applications not relative to Totternhoe.  There was some documentation which 
they will circulate.  Cllr. M Mustoe to approach Jennie Selley of Central Bedfordshire Planning to 
ascertain if any Courses are to be held in the near future, which would be more suited to 
Totternhoe.                                ACTION: MM 

 
 
The meeting was then suspended in order to discuss the following: 
 
Members of the Neighbourhood Plan Group had attended the meeting to report on its current status 

 
A commentary paper was circulated to the Council on what has been achieved to date.  There had been an 
extremely good response (57%) to the survey circulated to residents.  The Group and its stakeholders/  
sponsors to review the data and move to develop a draft Neighbourhood Plan which sets out policies that 
aim to: 
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- Protect the character of Totternhoe and its environment, especially maintaining the open spaces 
that surround the village and separate it from other settlements 

- Enable sustainable development of private housing, which contains a strong element of family 
accommodation, and other emphasis on ‘starter’ homes. 

 
 Within this general framework: 
 

- This development should take place within the existing outline of the village and where possible 
reuse brownfield land 

- Growth should bring the opportunity of a development in amenities and services 
- Growth should mean that issues such as the speed of traffic in the village can be addressed. 

 
The response from residents included: 
 

- Residents felt strongly about the character of the village and identified environmental elements 
as critical to its preservation. 

- There is a split view on development – 40% would prefer there to be no development in the 
village and 42% would favour some housing 

- There is strong opposition (70%) to Greenfield development 
- The majority would prefer a low level of housing development with 73% stating a preference for 

privately owned homes.  A substantial number (40%) favour shared-ownership or starter-homes. 
- The village feels strongly about maintaining the gap between Totternhoe and Dunstable. 

 
The Survey put forward pre-existing sites in the Parish which had been proposed for development in the past 
but these had been rejected by Central Bedfordshire’s Local Plan. 
 
If the village grows in size, villagers believe growth should be accompanied by developments in health and 
transport services. 
 
Traffic issues revealed that 77% of the village believe volume of traffic is a problem especially during 
mornings and evenings.   Further traffic calming installations on Lancot Hill and Castle Hill Road were 
rejected but 75% were in favour of the installation of speed cameras, with 44% in favour of an increase in 
Parish Precept of the Council Tax to pay for average speed cameras. 
 
Regarding communication the Parish Council’s Newsletter (90%) is overwhelmingly how people find out 
about what is going in Totternhoe. 
 
On the quality of life, Totternhoe Knolls, the Chalk Quarry Nature Reserve and Green Lanes are popular, well 
used public spaces.   Church End Recreation Ground is occasionally used by a majority of villagers, with 
Middle End and Lower End Recreation Grounds less popular.  The villagers felt a Nature Trail, Community 
Garden or Orchard would be a popular outdoor facility.  They would also like more indoor activity, which 
may not require additional development. 
 
The next steps for the Group is to feed the information gained into Central Bedfordshire to fit it into their 
Local Plan.  This needs to be done as soon as possible.   The Group also needs to carry out administration to 
obtain funding from Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity.  This would have been done earlier, but the 
funding window was unexpectedly closed before the due date.  It will re-open in April.  As the Group had 
accrued costs to BRCC that had to be paid, Totternhoe Parish Council agreed to fund these on a one-off 
basis.   
 
The Parish Council then resumed their Meeting. 
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 5.3)  CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE 
In Cllr. Janes’ absence, Cllr. Tasker stated that he feels Central Bedfordshire are ignoring Totternhoe  
Parish Council and has forwarded to Cllr. Janes relevant information (correspondence etc.)  of the 
new Parking Scheme in Lancotbury Close, requesting him to sort it out.  This Scheme had been 
approved by Central Bedfordshire, but no headway has been made in implementation, despite their 
promises.   Cllrs. Tasker & Clarke agreed that if a response is not received from Central Bedfordshire 
or Cllr. Janes by a certain date, they will arrange a meeting with the Chief Executive of Central 
Bedfordshire Council.                                        
ACTION: PT/RC 
    

5.4) HIGHWAYS 
 Cllrs. Kelly and Tasker met with Central Bedfordshire Highways to discuss speed reduction in Church 

Road and the meeting went favourably.  Cllr. Tasker had received an email from Central Bedfordshire 
today, stating it will not happen until 2019/2020.   The Parish Council will also have to part-fund the 
scheme. 

 
Central Bedfordshire has given their approval for the Council to use the Community Payback Team.  
They will be used to clear overgrown footpaths etc.   Toilet Facilities etc. must be put in hand for the 
 Team and Cllr.Tasker is looking into this.                                              ACTION: PT 
 
There are rubber strips along some of the roads in the village and it is assumed that Central 
 Bedfordshire is responsible and that they are undertaking vehicle counts. 
It has been noted that some of the gullies in Dunstable Road have been cleared. 
 

5.5) SPEEDWATCH 
Nothing to report apart from them fact that if a person joins Speedwatch they have to go to 
Kempston for training.  However, if there are 4 people or more, the Police will attend locally. 
 

 5.6) RECREATION GROUNDS 
Cllr. Morgan has received 2 quotes for the new equipment for Church End, but as they are over 
£7,000, will obtain a further quote.                                 ACTION: PM 
 

 5.7) ALLOTMENTS 
Cllr. Bodnar has now let one and a half allotments.  She had asked the Clerk to send a letter to all 
allotment holders, reminding them of their obligation to get written permission of the Parish Council 
for erection of sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels and other structures on their plots.  Also plot 
holders keeping poultry on their plots will not be permitted to extend their poultry run, nor increase 
bird numbers without written permission of the Parish Council.   Totternhoe Parish Council were in 
agreement to this.     
 
Cllrs. Tasker and Bodnar still to arrange meeting with Totternhoe School to discuss their allotment, 
but at the moment they are busy with negotiations regarding the School becoming an Academy.   
ACTION: DB 
 

5.8) RIGHTS OF WAY 
 Nothing further to report. 
 
5.9) WEBSITE 

This item to be removed from the Agenda as it is now up and running efficiently. 
`  

5.10) TOTTERNHOE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 Discussed earlier. 
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5.11) COUNCIL FINANCES 
These were in order.   Cllr. Tasker had looked at the Football Club’s Insurance as requested and 

returned the papers to the Chairman. He confirmed that the Chairman’s reading of the Clubs 
policies was correct.  

 
6) ACCOUNTS 

Cheques for Payment  
Mrs M Burton - £235.69 – Salary £217.50 (Less £21.40 I/Tax) Expenses £39.59 (VAT £1.89) 
Mr J Cook - £88.00 – Bus Shelter Work 
HM Revenue & Customs - £21.40 – I/Tax M Burton 
BRCC – £833.121 (VAT £138.85) – Costs incurred by Totternhoe Neighbourhood Plan 
CPRE -  £58.00 – Attendance at Planning Workshop– Cllrs. J & M Mustoe 
 Kompan - £342.00 (VAT £57.00) – Supply of parts for play equipment 
Julia Woods - £76.01 – Expenses incurred for Totternhoe Neighbourhood Plan 
Chilterns Conservation Board - £50.00 - Donation 
CPRE - £30.00 - Donation 

 
7)            CORRESPONDENCE 
               Central Bedfordshire – Local Plan Update  
               Central Bedfordshire –Notification of Planning Enforcement 

Central Bedfordshire – Register of Interests – To be carried out online  
Central Bedfordshire – Waste & Recycling Consultation 2018 

               Beds. PCC -  Annual Survey  
               Playsafety – Schedule for Playground Inspection 
               Bedfordshire Police & Crime Commissioner - Newsletter 
               Luton Airport – Copy of ‘Inform’  
               Bedfordshire Bugle 

CPRE - AGM 
CPRE – Response to Central Bedfordshire’s Pre-Submission Local Plan 2015/35 
Bedfordshire Police – Crime Statistics 
Mr Coughtrey – State of Drainage 
Eaton Bray Parish Council – Proposal to lay paving slabs at Honeywick bus-stop in Eaton Bray Road 
Totternhoe Lower School - Request to erect banner-approved. 
A Selous – Poor mobile ‘phone coverage 
BATPC – NPPF Consultation 
NALC – Review of Local Government Ethical Standards 
 

8) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
i) The March Newsletter is ready to be distributed around the village and Cllr. Clarke urged all 

Councillors to get it delivered as soon as possible.  The Council’s thanks go to the Editor of this 
Newsletter in the absence of ex-Cllr. Nel.     

 
ii) The village is organising an event on 20 May to celebrate the Royal Wedding and the Council was 

asked permission for the use of Church End Recreation Ground.  The Council had no objections but 
there needs to be  Public Liability Insurance in place for the event which includes a picnic, games and 
activities for the children.  Cllr. Clarke to reply.                                 ACTION: RC 

 
iii) Cllr. Tasker offered his apologies for his absence at the next Parish Meeting. 
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9) MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD FOR FOLLOW-UP NEXT MEETING 

A Development Plan for Allotments 
Review of Allotment Contracts 

 
10) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday, 17 April 2018, at 7.30pm, followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 8.00pm. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.  
 
 
 
 
       Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
       Date………………………………………………………… 
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