
 
 

 
TOTTERNHOE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATITORY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 15 MAY 2018 AT 7.30 AT TOTTERNHOE 
MEMORIAL HALL  
 
Present:   Councillors:  R Clarke (Chairman), D Bodnar, V Kelly, T Linney, M Mustoe & P Tasker  
  
In Attendance:  4 members of public and The Clerk 
  
 
1) APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs. K Janes, P Morgan, J Mustoe & J Pratt 
   
2) DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 No declaration of a pecuniary interest in any items on the Agenda were declared. 
 
3) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

The Clerk called for nominations for the position of Chairman for the ensuing year.  Cllr. P Tasker proposed. 
Cllr. D Bodnar seconded and the Council unanimously agreed to elect Cllr. R Clarke as Chairman.  Cllr. R Clarke 
accepted the Office of Chairman, but reminded members that under his proposals for succession planning, 
accepted by the Council in January, Councillors will be taking turns to chair future meetings in order to gain 
experience of the role. A suggested rota will be circulated in due course. 

 
4) ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Cllr. R Clarke proposed Cllr. P Tasker, Cllr. M Mustoe seconded and Cllr. P Tasker accepted the nomination for 
one further year but emphasised that this would be his last year as Vice-Chairman.    

 
5) ELECTION OF SUB-COMMITTEES, WARDENS AND REPRESENTATIVIES 
 The Council unanimously agreed to the following proposals: 
 
 Recreation Grounds Sub-Committee 
 Cllr. R Clarke proposed, Cllr. T Linney seconded: 
 Leader:  Cllr. P Morgan 
 Member: Cllr. D Bodnar 
 
 Rights of Way Officers 
 Cllr. D Bodnar proposed, Cllr. M Mustoe seconded: 
 Rights of Way Officers – Cllrs. T Linney & J Pratt 
 
 Allotment Warden  
 Cllr. T Linney proposed, Cllr. V Kelly seconded: 
 Allotment Warden – Cllr. D Bodnar 
      
 Planning Sub-Committee 
 Cllr. Clarke proposed, D Bodnar seconded: 
 Leader:  Cllr. J Mustoe 
 Members:  Cllrs. M Mustoe & T Linney    
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Community Representative – Totternhoe Lower School 
As Totternhoe Lower School is to become an Academy under the Diocese of St. Albans, there will no longer be 
a need for a Community Governor. 

 
 Highways Liaison 
 Cllr. R Clarke proposed, Cllr. D Bodnar seconded: 
 Cllr. P Tasker & Cllr V Kelly 
 
 Best Kept Front Garden Competition 
 Cllr. P Tasker proposed, Cllr. T Linney seconded: 
 Cllr. M Mustoe 
 
 Advertising Policy Representative 

The Chairman proposed that Cllr M Mustoes, prior undertaking to police the Council’s policy on roadside       
advertising, should be regularised by making it an official responsibility. This would ensure that the position 
carries the weight of the full Council behind it.  

 Cllr. R Clarke proposed, Cllr. D Bodnar seconded: 
 Cllr. M Mustoe 
               The Council were in favour of both proposals. 
 Cllr. P Tasker abstained  
 
6) CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE 
 Cllr. P Tasker proposed & Cllr.T Linney seconded and the Council unanimously agreed that the Chairman’s   

Allowance for the year 2018/19 be £100.00.  Cllr. Clarke thanked the Council and stated that, as in previous 
years, the allowance would be shared with the Leaders of the Sub-Committees and the Vice-Chairman.  

  
7) MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17/04/18 

The Minutes were signed as a correct record 
 

8) MATTERS ARISING: 
i) The matter of a contractor for cleaning the village remains ongoing.          ACTION: RC/PT 
   
 ii) In Cllr. Pratt’s absence the matters of bridges and the ditch remain ongoing.                ACTION: JP 
                  
iii) Cllr. Clarke to talk with Cllr. Pratt regarding the removal of rubbish at Lower End Allotment. 

                                              ACTION: RC/JP 
                                                                                                                   
iv) The Football Club Insurers had replied to the Council’s letter and the Council’s request are in hand.

   .                                      
v) The Bank Mandate has been signed and will be presented to the Bank shortly.       ACTION: The Clerk 
             
vi) The Clerk had received a reply from Central Bedfordshire Planning department to the effect that the 

footprint measurements of extensions can only be 60% due to Totternhoe being in the green belt.         
                    

vii) It is believed Cllr. Pratt has spoken to Tony Woods regarding the moving of a tree trunk nearer to the 
to the gate post in Church End Recreation Ground, by the gate in Lancotbury Close. This is to block 
vehicles getting into the Recreation Ground, but in Cllr. Pratt’s absence, details are unknown.         
                                             ACTION: JP 

 
viii) Cllr. Tasker had spoken with the Community Payback Team regarding their use to clear overgrown 

footpaths etc., but unfortunately, they have to be provided with a standalone port aloo wherever 
they are working, which the Parish Council has to be responsible for.   This is out of the question due 
to Council finances and resources.  However, Mr Richard Hibbert, a Totternhoe resident present, 
offered the services of his Volunteer Group (called Rapid Response Team) to undertake the work.  
He said that no payment would be necessary, but the Council insisted that they will make a 
donation.   The Council were all in favour of this action and thanked Mr Hibbert for his kind offer.   
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ix) Cllr. Morgan had received the third quote for the new play equipment planned for Church End 

Recreation Ground and will shortly make a recommendation within our budget.             ACTION: PM 
 
 
x) Cllr. Bodnar still hasn’t met with Totternhoe School to discuss their allotment plot due to their heavy 

involvement in becoming an Academy. Cllr. Tasker has a meeting with the School on Friday and will 
bring the matter up.                                    ACTION: PT 

 
xi) The matter of an Editor for the Newsletter to be placed on Matters to be brought forward. 
              ACTION: The Clerk 
 
xii) The forthcoming event to celebrate the Royal Wedding on 20 May is covered by the Parish Council’s 

insurance and the Village Group organizing the event has prepared a suitable Risk Assessment 
document.  Cllr. Clarke to let the Clerk have a copy.                                                           ACTION: RC 

 
xiii) Cllr. Linney to check whether the grass verge outside Mr Connett’s property has been cut. 

                                                                                ACTION: TL 
9) REPORTS 
9.1) POLICE STATISTICS 

The following 4 offences were committed during April: 
 

2 x Interference with motor vehicle – A505 Bypass and Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe 
1 x Assault occasioning Actual Bodily Harm – Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe 
1 x Criminal Damage to Dwelling – Wellhead Road, Totternhoe 
 
Cllr. Tasker had attended the 3-monthly meeting with the Police.   At the last meeting the priorities had been 
set as Anti-Social Behaviour, Drugs and Speeding.   The first two have increased considerably in the 
intervening period.  Leighton Buzzard has a huge problem in that people from North London are moving 
onto the new estates being built.  With them are coming the drug dealers, who organised a system in 
London and which has been transferred to Leighton Buzzard, but the Police are well aware of the situation.  
Also, in Toddington, a resident was growing cannabis in his house and the Police also discovered £5,000 in 
cash.   He and 6 other people were caught.  The Police will now concentrate on Anti-Social Behaviour and 
Drugs for the next 3 months.  However, Sgt. Mitchell said if the Speedwatch Team send him their figures, he 
will look into acting on the data.   

 
9.2) PLANNING APPLICATIONS AD DISCUSSIONS 
 APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED 

i) PLANNING APPLICATION CB/18/01306/LB – 28 Wellhead Road – Listed Building Consent – Repairs  
to roof and chimney, Repair and Replace electrical system 
   
Totternhoe Parish Council had no objections, but as it is a Listed Building, English Heritage should be 
consulted by the Planning Authority before approval is given. 
 

9.3) CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE 
 In Cllr. Janes’ absence - nothing to report.  
 
9.4) HIGHWAYS 

Cllrs. Tasker and Kelly have recently met with Central Bedfordshire Council Highways’ Area Technician and 
having toured the village, a programme of work has been agreed which comprises of the following actions: 
 
40mph sign replacement and salt bin refill on Dunstable Road.  Weed spraying in Ellesmere Close and along 
Tring Road.  Clean out the grips along Dunstable Road by the Cricket Club and the village to have all drains 
and gullies cleaned, this being considerably behind schedule.                
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Repair kerb at Green Barn on Dunstable Road and replace broken drainage pipe opposite 36 Castle Hill Road. 
Repair all pot holes on the village roads.   Furlong Lane will be on programme for re-surfacing, but not a one-
way system. 
 
20mph scheme on Church Road, outside School area has been discussed and is now out for a design review.  
The parking scheme in Lancotbury Close is waiting pricing from the Contractor.  Other potholes on village 
roads which do not meet the criteria now, will be monitored over the coming months.  

 
Cllr. Linney expressed his concern that there were sharp edges on the railings surrounding Totternhoe Lower 
School. 
 

9.5) SPEEDWATCH 
Cllr. Kelly said that on the BBC Website, there is a plan for Councils who operate Speedwatch to liaise in 
identifying persons who are caught in different areas.   There is also a tablet available, which she will find out 
more about.  Since January, 44 HGVs have been caught using Totternhoe roads, which is a big reduction 
when compared to previous figures. 
 

9.6) The slide in Church End Recreation Ground appears to have been damaged again.  One of the panels fitted to 
the lower platform at the side is loose.  The bolt at the top and the bracket at the bottom have been 
displaced.  These have been found, and Cllr. Morgan will attempt to re-attach it. 

 
9.7)  ALLOTMENTS 

2 Quotes had been received for the ground maintenance at the allotments.  Cllr. Bodnar said she would like 
to see more work being done on the site.  The Council perused the quotes and decided on the following 
actions: 
 
Ross Martin – Cut vacant allotment plots at Church End as and when required by the Parish Council @ 
£12.00 per plot. 
 
Ed’s Garden Maintenance – To maintain path tracks and public footpaths at Church End allotments for a 
maximum of 9 cuts per growing season at approximately 3 weekly intervals from April to October inclusive.  
The cost for this is £65.00 per cut and the contract will be reviewed in March 2019. 
 
The Council was unanimous in acceptance of this decision. 
    
There are now 9 full and 2 half plots available.   Cllr. Bodnar would like to place an advertisement in Meeting 
Point magazine for £35.00 per annum, to which the Council agreed. 
 
There has been more vandalism on the  Church End allotments, which makes it the 4th time in 4/5 years.   
Discussion took place on methods to curtail the situation.  CCTV cameras were top of the agenda, but as 
these would be expensive, an alternative would be purchasing wildlife cameras.   In an effort to deter 
vandalism it was agreed, in the first instance, signage would be placed at entry points to the allotments 
advertising that CCTV cameras were on site.  If this has no effect, the situation to be re-visited at regular 
intervals.   Cllr. Clarke to investigate the cost of wildlife cameras.                       ACTION: RC 
 
There was evidence that Japanese Knotweed was growing along the bridle path that leads from Wellhead 
Road to Church Road.   Cllr Bodnar to investigate report, and if confirmed the Clerk to write to Central 
Bedfordshire for advice on eradication.                                                                                                        ACTION DB 
 

9.8) RIGHTS OF WAY 
Cllr. Pratt is in discussions with Chris Nicol and members of Central Bedfordshire regarding the bridges to be 
replaced now that the Drainage Board have completed their work, together with other items relating to 
Rights of Way.                                                                      ACTION: JP 
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9.9) TOTTERNHOE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Good progress has been made and the Group hope to have a draft available in the Autumn.  There is no 
significant expenditure at the moment, but it would be helpful if the Council could assist with incidental 
expenses.  The Group are undertaking a review of any potential sites for development and would like to 
purchase a digital OS map of the parish.     

 
Cllr. Clarke congratulated the Group on the progress made and noted that it is important that the Plan can 
be ready to feed into Central Bedfordshire’s Local Plan, which is currently at the consultation stage.  
 
The Group now require details from the Council as to the size and locations of orchards in the village, size of 
allotment sites and recreation areas, plus any other green spaces.  The Council to look into this. 
                                                                          ACTION: RC/The Clerk 

 
9.10) COUNCIL FINANCES 
 These were in order and awaiting audit. 

 
10) ACCOUNTS 
 Cheques for Payment 

Mrs M Burton - £263.08– Salary £220.08, Expenses £62.00 (VAT £6.96) 
Mr J Cook - £88.00 – Bus Shelter Work 
HM Revenue & Customs - £19.60 – I/Tax  M Burton 
R P Martin - £248.00 – Allotment Work 
Mr R Clarke - £100.00 – Chairman’s Allowance  

 
11)        CORRESPONDENCE 
               Central Bedfordshire – Local Plan  
               Central Bedfordshire – Community Governance Review  

Central Bedfordshire – Planning – Footprint Measurements  
Central Bedfordshire – Changes to Bin Collections 
Bedfordshire Police – Crime Statistics 
Eaton Bray Parish Council – Neighbourhood Plan  
BATPC – Unauthorised developments and encampments 
BATPC – Parish & Town Councils exempt from legal requirements to appoint a Data Protection Officer 
Bedfordshire Bugle 
Totternhoe Football Club – Spraying Pitch 
Club Insure – Insurance arrangements for Totternhoe Football & Social Club  
 J Roberts – Rats at Doolittle Lane & Dunstable Road  

                
13) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

i) Cllr. Clarke to prepare a letter for the Clerk regarding the Football Club’s Insurance. 
                                  ACTION: RC/The Clerk 
 
ii) The Referendum on Bin Collections resulted in that collections will remain the same.  However, 

Central Bedfordshire will re-visit the situation in 12 months’ time.  Over and above that they will 
introduce a waste food collection. 

 
iii) Governance Review  

In Stage 1, the Council responded that we felt we would like to see some changes in the boundaries 
and put forward 3 changes to bring fields belonging to Totternhoe farmers under our remit.  The 
Council also put forward a proposal to increase its constitution to ten Councillors. 
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In Stage 2 of the review process, Central Bedfordshire suggests that we reduce constitution from 9 
Councillors to 7.  Totternhoe Parish Council oppose this as we have Sub-Committees for different 
areas i.e. Highways, Allotments, Recreation Grounds, Rights of Way & Speedwatch. If we reduce to 7 
Councillors, areas would get neglected, as 7 would be unable to cope with additional commitments.  
Regarding the boundaries, Central Bedfordshire say there will be no change.   However, Totternhoe 
Parish Council will continue to press their case.                                                                        ACTION RC 
 

iv) GDPR Update   
With the new Regulations introduced under the GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, Personal 
Data information held by the Council must be kept safe and secure, as in the past.  How the Council 
keep personal information will not alter.  However, contacts, including emails and other forms of 
electronic communication such as via the website must be informed of the Councils privacy 
procedures. The Clerk now holds the extra title of Data Protection Officer 

  
` v)          Cllrs. Clarke & Tasker will be meeting shortly with the only applicant for a Village Cleaner. 

                  ACTION: RC/PT 
 
vi)         Andrew Selous MP will be holding a surgery at Totternhoe Memorial Hall on Wednesday, 29 May at     

2.00pm. 
 
vii) Cllr. M Mustoe has been busy taking non-authorised advertisements down in the village, but she 

needs assistance in removing the higher placed notices.                  ACTION: ALL 
 
viii) Cllr. Tasker brought up the matter that the Village Gates needed cleaning again and asked 

permission to contact the person who cleaned them on the last occasion.  Permission was given. 
                          ACTION: PT 
 
ix) Cllr. Tasker expressed his concern regarding the Phlebotomy Department moving out of the Luton & 

Dunstable Hospital into Arndale House in the Arndale Centre, Luton.  This means residents from 
Totternhoe who need to have a blood test, travelling on 2 buses to reach the destination.  As 
Totternhoe has a number of elderly residents, he will write to the Luton & Dunstable Hospital 
regarding the matter.                       ACTION: PT 

 
x) Cllr. Kelly gave her apologies for her absence at the next meeting. 
   

13) MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD FOR FOLLOW-UP NEXT MEETING 
A Development Plan for Allotments 
Review of Allotment Contracts 
Newsletter Editor 

 
14) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday, 19 June 2018, at 7.30pm. at Totternhoe Memorial Hall. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.35mj pm.  
 
 
       Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
       Date………………………………………………………… 
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